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'Pidgin is a different kind of road trip. It is a road trip mostly taken at night by a group of
friends as they navigate, or more likely stagger through a landscape of drinking, driving and
the pursuit of the next good time. The promise of that next good time is often obliterated by a
haze of blur that leaves one with a slightly nauseated “contact” hangover. The power of these
48 images is that left over feeling of slight sickness attributed to trying to drink away that
feeling of what it is to be on the cusp of adult life and being unsure of what the future holds.

The title Pidgin means a language that is simplified and adapted so that small groups can
communicate. To me, it refers to the language of friends and how they come to understand
one another. It is a personal communication that creates distinctions between insiders and
outsiders. This exhibition allows us to tag along, but what is transpiring between the
participants is real and we can only observe and grasp what we can translate.

Sean Davey funded a very small run of this exhibition as a book of which he had only 50
copies printed. The book is very cleanly designed with one photo to each right-hand page.
There is no text at all. This is a book that challenges the viewer to make up their own mind
about what is being presented.’

Jeff Ladd
5B4 Photography & Books
(New York 2007)
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